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NOVEMBER 2017 

The events, meetings, and services I have attended in the last month are as follows: 

1. I attended the Mates4Mates Board meeting in Brisbane on Tuesday 17 October. 

2. I participated in an AICD Training program in Brisbane on Wednesday 18 October. 

3. I attended the RSL State Board meeting in Brisbane on Thursday 19 October. 

4. On Friday 20 October, I attended a special meeting of the Yeppoon Sub-Branch which 

followed the resignation of their President. 

5. I travelled to Mackay to attend the District Executive meeting on Saturday 28 October. 

6. While in Mackay, I attended a general meeting of the Marian Sub-Branch on Sunday 29 

October 

 

District President’s Voluntary Hours and Kilometres Travelled Statistics for October 2017 

 

Voluntary Hours                      152.5 hours 

Kilometers Travelled                1377 kilometers 

Nights Away From Home            6 

 

 

District Executive Meeting held on Saturday 28 October 2017 

 

Mini Governance Workshop 

 

As you are aware, District Secretary, Lynette, conducted a workshop based on the TOBI booklet 

at the last District Council meeting in Clermont. 

 

Lynette followed up with a survey to the sub-branches seeking their feedback on the workshop. 

The response was very positive and District will be running further training sessions for the 

benefit of sub-branch committee members. A membership training session in relation to MMS is 

currently being organized by Lynette for sub-branch secretaries. 

 

I urge members of Sub-Branch Board members to make themselves familiar with the TOBI 

booklet and undertake the on-line learning program so they become aware of what their 

responsibilities and duties are as a member of a Not-For-Profit Board. 

 

Dental Health Pilot Program 

 

At the meeting held in May 2017, the District Council approved the Dental Health pilot program 

for 2017. 

 

The program is now up and running and the District has paid around $9,000 in dental subsidies 

to RSL service members in 2017. 

 

The District Executive will be recommending to the District Council meeting in Sarina that the 

program continue in 2018 in its present form as a Pilot Program. 

 

During 2018, the District Executive will review the program. Given the success of the program to 

date, I can see no reason at this stage why the program would not then become permanent. 



Gracemere Sub-Branch 

The transfer of the Gracemere Sub-Branch from the Wide Bay District to our District has now 

been approved by the RSL State Board. 

 

The Sub-Branch has a very good set up and it has been decided that the District hold its first 

District Council meeting at the Gracemere Sub-Branch on Saturday 17 February  2018 so that 

delegates can get to know their members. 

 

LiveLife Alarms 

 

The program is proving very popular with around 30 alarms issued to those in need. 

 

Sub-Branch Presidents are reminded to keep an eye out for members who would benefit from 

this program. 

 

District PAWS Coordinator 

 

At the last Council meeting at Clermont, District Vice President, Phil Luzzi, was appointed to the 

position of District PAWS Coordinator. 

 

Phil is now undertaking training in relation to the position. 

 

In time, Phil will be contacting sub-branches about welfare and pension service matters.  

 

Deliotte’s Governance Study 

 

As you are aware, the State RSL Board has engaged Deliotte’s to conduct a study into 

governance in RSL Queensland. For sub-branch delegates who were at the State AGM, they 

would have seen an initial presentation by Deliotte’s. This presentation has been sent to all sub-

branches and I urge you to ask your sub-branch secretary for a copy of the presentation. 

 

Deliotte’s are in the process of visiting each district before the end of 2017 and will make a 

presentation at the PFH District Council meeting on Saturday 18 November 2017 at Sarina. 

Timing details will be advised with Council meeting details. Deliotte’s have undertaken to have 

preliminary information made available to Sub-branches two weeks before their presentation. 

 

I urge sub-branches to ensure that their delegate is at this meeting so their views can be put 

forward. The District Executive have also decided to meet the costs of other interested sub-

branch members (within reason) to attend this meeting. 

 

At the December 2017 State Board meeting, Deliotte’s will be submitting the findings of their 

study. It is important that the views of the RSL membership is considered if RSL governance 

structures are to change. The State board will be reluctant to institute change if it does not have 

the backing of the membership. 

 

Kokoda Memorial Foundation Project 

Marian Sub-Branch has applied for around $50 K through the State RSL Queensland Centenary 

of ANZAC Fund to help the foundation fund the provision of memorial plaques in France, 

Belgium, and at Gallipoli. 



 

Delegates at the July 2017 District Council meeting unanimously approved a motion to support 

the funding application by the Marian Sub-Branch. 

 

However, it was disappointing to find out that the application was not approved. 

 

The District President’s Award 

 

The District Executive has decided to introduce the District President’s Award. The award will be 

a perpetual trophy and will be made to a sub-branch each year that has excelled in meeting the 

welfare and commemorative objectives of the League. The sub-branch’s engagement with their 

community will also be considered when determining the award winner. 

 

The District Executive will be responsible for deciding the winner of the award each year and the 

award will be presented at the Annual Dinner that is held in conjunction with the AGM. 

 

The award will consist of a shield that will be engraved with the name of sub-branch that wins 

the award. The shield will be housed in the District Office but the sub-branch will get to keep a 

small replica of the shield. 

 

The award will be made for the first time in 2018 and judging will relate to the performance of 

sub-branches during operations in 2017. 

 

Proposed Animals at War Memorial 

 

The District has been approached for support for the construction of such a memorial in Jubilee 

Park in Mackay. 

 

The District has given the person a letter which supports the proposal in principle and the 

person has undertaken to approach the Mackay Regional Council regarding the proposal. 

 

We have received no feedback at this stage. 

 

Mates4Mates 

 

I was appointed a Director of the Mates4Mates Board in June 2017. 

 

Mates4Mates is a fully owned by RSL Queensland and was set up in 2012 with the prime 

objective of assisting war veterans, especially the younger veterans, who are suffering from 

physically and psychologically injuries. Many of the mates suffer severely with PTSD and need all 

the help they can get. 

 

I would like to urge sub-branches, when they are considering which organisations to make 

donations to, that they consider directing funds to Mates4Mates. I am aware that some sub-

branches are making donations to organisations that have no links to the RSL at all. It is my 

belief that charity should start at home. 

 

A donation to Mates is an easy way of spending money on welfare and the donation will be 

gratefully received and well targeted. 

 



Two representatives from Mates will be at the next Council meeting in Sarina on Saturday 18 

November 2017 to provide information about the  programs  Mates run for veterans. 

 

Cadet Funding for 2017 

 

Applications through the sub-branches are now closed. 

 

The District Executive will submit a recommendation to the next District Council meeting in 

Sarina on how the funds will be spent. 

 

District AGM 2018 

 

The executive position of Deputy President comes up for election at the AGM. 

 

The District Secretary will forward a copy of nomination form to each sub-branch and the forms 

will also be available from the District Secretary. 

 

It is recommended that members nominating for the position take the time to read the TOBI 

Booklet (copies available from District Secretary) and then complete the on-line training 

module. This will give the nominee an idea of the role and the responsibilities of the position. 

 

   

State Board Meeting Thursday 19 October 2017 

 

ACNC Investigation 

 

A communication went to sub-branches in late February advising that the ACNC was conducting 

an investigation into all RSL State Branches including Queensland. 

 

Queensland welcomed the investigation and voluntarily supplied the information requested by 

the ACNC.  

 

The State Executive and CEO met with the ACNC investigators in late June 2017 and the CEO has 

now provided additional information requested by the ACNC. 

 

A further meeting with the State Executive and Board members, and the CEO, took place in the 

latter part of August. 

 

The ACNC has indicated that they would like to see some changes to the Governance of RSL 

QLD. 

 

The State Board, in conjunction with the CEO, are preparing an RSL QLD Governance Plan 

incorporating planned changes for submission to the ACNC. 

 

The investigation is ongoing and I will keep you posted on any further feedback we receive. The 

finalization of the investigation could take until the end of the year or early next year. 

 

Transition to Employment Program 

One of the major issues current veterans are faced with during their transition from the defence 

forces is finding a job. 



 

RSL Queensland launched a pilot program in Townsville on 25 September 2017 for a six month 

period with the view to extending the program throughout Queensland. 

 

Deliotte’s Governance Review 

 

See details under District Executive report. 

 

State Based Minister for Veterans Affairs 

 

RSL Queensland is lobbying the State Government to appoint a State based Minister for 

Veterans Affairs and to also mandate a certain number of public servant jobs for veterans. 

 

The LNP opposition has announced a policy in this regard but the government has not done so 

at this stage. 

 

Matter is expected to develop now that the State election has been called. 

 

Sub-Branch Charters 

 

Previously, I mentioned that RSL Queensland is concerned that some sub-branches have 

charters dating back pre 1940 and the the charters are sitting on sub-branch walls, in frames and 

behind glass, and deteriorating in condition. 

 

RSL Queensland is prepared to take responsibility for providing protection for the charters in an 

archive environment and provide the sub-branch with an appropriate copy for display purposes. 

 

Previously, I have had little response from the sub-branches in this regard and I again make a 

plea for sub-branches to take up the offer.  

 

The following sub-branches have indicated that they will take up this offer: 

Emu Park 

Marian 

Walkerston/Pleystowe 

and I will advise State Branch accordingly. 

 

I will be providing the names of the sub-branches who take up this offer to State Branch in the 

next few weeks.  

 

District AGM Meeting Dates 

 

State Branch wish to contain the District AGM’s for 2019 to the months of March and April. 

 

The PFH District AGM date has been set at Saturday 6 April 2019. 

 

Conduct of Sub-Branch Executive 

 

A case has arisen in recent time where members of the executive of a sub-branch were availing 

themselves of free drinks and meals. 



 

The State President has asked me to remind sub-branches that this sort of behavior is not on 

and members could find themselves in serious trouble. 

 

Article in Courier Mail QWeekend September 23-24, 2017 

 

The reporter again raised the matter of RSL Queensland paying back more than $300,000 to the 

ATO in 2016. Despite the CEO of RSL Queensland, Luke Traini, explaining the reasons for this 

payment on a number of occasions, the reporter once again links this payment to Directors’ out 

of pocket expense payments. 

 

The facts relating to this payment are: 

1. It does not relate to out of pocket payments in any way. 

2. The payment was a voluntary disclosure to the ATO and related mainly to Fringe 

Benefits Tax payments on RSL motor vehicles prior to when Luke took over as CEO. 

3. If you need further explanation, then please see me. 

On Going Matters and Reminders 

District Website/Facebook 

New website site has been set up. Website address is www.rslpfhdistrict.org.au  

Sub-branches are encouraged to keep providing details of events, photographs, etc to Vice 

President, Phil Luzzi, or District Secretary, Lynette Ney, for placing on the district website and 

Facebook page. 

Drop in Centre at District Office. 

The centre is now up and running with 4 computer terminals available for use by RSL members. 

Can the sub-branches in the Mackay region spread the news that this new facility is now 

available to members. 

New Constitution 

As reported previously, the new State constitution has now been finalized as the legal advice in 

relation to sub-branches who have gambling clubs has been received and the constitution has 

been amended as required. 

Matter was not resolved in time for the new State constitution to be put to State AGM in 

Brisbane on 23/25 June. 

While the legal advice was awaited, model constitutions for districts and sub-branches were 

being developed and members of the Constitution & Awards committee were undertaking 

another round of visits to District Council meetings to consult on these constitutions. 

However, the State Board felt that due to the Deliotte’s Review of Governance, it would not be 

appropriate to continue as new constitutional issues may arise from the review that may have 

to be incorporated into the new State constitution and the district constitutions. 

This may take considerable time and the approval of the new State constitution may take to the 

2018 AGM in June next year. Given this situation, it has been decided that those unincorporated 

sub-branches who are on hold at present, may need to proceed with incorporation under the 

2011 draft constitution if there are urgent reasons to do so. 

http://www.rslpfhdistrict.org.au/


ANZAC and RSL QLD Centenary Commemorative Funding 

Funding is now being provided as follows: 

1. 2017. To celebrate the 100th anniversary of the establishment of RSL(QLD Branch). 

2. 2017 and 2018. To commemorate anniversaries of historical World War 1 events. 

The District Secretary has a copy of the Terms of Reference and Guidelines for the funding 

program. 

Applications are to be submitted using the “Event Plan” as a guide (located on RSL(Queensland 

Branch) website). Submissions are to be submitted through District so the completeness of the 

application can be checked. 

Sub-branches need to be aware that funds will not be allocated to a single sub-branch unless 

there are geographic isolation reasons. Events need to be community based and in most cases 

sub-branches in a local area will need to combine and apply for the funding. 

 

District Veterans Welfare Fund 

Remember there is $100,000 available in the fund during 2017 and applications are still open. 

 

Approximately $90,000 of the grant monies has now been disbursed. 

 

It is that time of year when all the sub-branches are busy organizing Remembrance Day. Together with 

Deputy President, John, and Vice President, Phil, I will be attending the Remembrance Day Service at 

Springsure. It is a special day for the Springsure Sub-Branch as they will be opening and dedicating their 

new Cenotaph. 

 

I look forward to catching up with delegates and co-delegates at the District Council meeting in Sarina. 

Kindest regards 

Barry Vains OAM 

District President 

THE LAST POST 

Member 
ID First Name Middle Name Surname 

Date of 
Birth 

Deceased 
Date Owner 

Last 
Financial 
Year 

1518894 Don M. Wait 11/01/1921 21/10/2017 
Mackay Sub Branch 
Inc. SMLIFE 

1007199 Harrison G. Eastoe 12/07/1944 15/10/2017 
Seaforth Sub Branch 
Inc. SM2017 

1518111 Vivian J. Russell 17/10/1938 10/10/2017 
Emu Park Sub 
Branch Inc. SMLIFE 

1518279 Jean L. Renew 13/05/1923 23/09/2017 
Yeppoon Sub 
Branch Inc. SMLIFE 

2350990 Marie 
 

Millers 14/05/1947 9/09/2017 
Emu Park Sub 
Branch Inc. WA2017 

1503323 Arthur Rex Gaylard 25/01/1926 27/08/2017 
Mackay Sub Branch 
Inc. SMLIFE 



 

 

MEETING DATES AND LOCATIONS FOR 2018 

DATE TIME LOCATION 

17.02.2018 12.30pm Gracemere Sub Branch  
22 James Street Gracemere 

17.03.2018 (AGM) 10.45am Sarina Sub Branch 
34 Central Street Sarina 

19.05.2018 12.30pm Moranbah Sub Branch 
Workers Club, Mills Avenue 

Moranbah 

22-24.06.2018 (State AGM) Starting 12.00pm 22
nd

 Cairns Convention Centre 
CNR Wharf & Sheridan Street, 

Cairns 

21.07.2018 12.30pm Farleigh Sub Branch 
Farview Tavern, 22 Chidlow Street, 

Farleigh 

15.09.2018 12.30pm Yeppoon Sub Branch 
15 Normanby Street 

Yeppoon 

17.11.2018 12.30pm Marian Sub Branch 
Marian Hall, 1 Daly Street, Marian 

 

MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION 

 

 



 

 

From your VSO’s Desk 
 

Last month Lynette and I got to meet Matt. He had arrived in Mackay under unfortunate 

circumstance and by the time he was told about our service, he had been living rough and was 

beginning to think that no one would help him. As luck would have it, the District Deputy 

President was also in the office at the same time and was able to quickly arrange 

accommodation for Matt under the RSL Qld’s Homelessness program. So, with a feed under his 

belt and a few of life’s essentials he was able to sleep well for the night. 

 

We could be forgiven, I think, for not recognising the man who walked through those same 

doors the next morning; having slept safely, been able to have a good shower and get 

into some clean clothes, he was a different man. Not only was he refreshed but he felt like he 

had some life back, that he wasn’t the homeless man in the park, that he mattered and that he 

was of worth.  

 

We were able to work with Matt, to identify what he wanted, create a plan, reconnect him with 

a family member and set him on his way home. Since arriving there, Matt has followed through 

with many of the goals he had identified in Mackay; calling me to say he finally made it to the 

dentist and had even had a haircut. Matt has asked me to thank everyone for their support, it is 

greatly appreciated and has made a huge difference to his life.  

 

You may be thinking that you don’t know Matt, have never met him so had nothing to do with 

this story – but you did, by supporting the homelessness program, sharing with others the role 

of the Veteran’s Support Officer and being willing to help out a mate – even the tiniest of 

efforts can mean the world to another person.  

 

One of the great lessons that Matt brings us, is that when you are a stranger to town it can be 

difficult to know where to go for help;  more importantly, how  essential it is that we take every 

opportunity to share with our  community, that the RSL welcomes all members of the Defence 

Force family and  we are here to  help. 

 



 

 

 


