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The events, meetings, and services I have attended in the last month are as follows: 

1. On Monday 10 July, together with other ESO representatives, I met with the Federal 

Member for Capricornia, Michelle Landry, to discuss a proposal for the construction 

of a Vietnam War Memorial in Rockhampton. 

2. On Tuesday 11 July, I attended the funeral of non RSL member and Vietnam 

Veteran, Lester Atkinson, and did an RSL Poppy Service at the request of the family. 

3. I was in Brisbane on Wednesday 12 July to attend a Mates4Mates Board meeting. 

4. On Sunday 16 July, Vice-President, Phil Luzzi, and myself, attended a memorial 

service at Canal Creek and laid a wreath in memory of 31 American and Australian 

servicemen and women, and civilians, who died in a plane crash at Canal Creek in 

1943. 

5. From 18 to 20 July, I was in Brisbane to attend a State Board meeting. 

6. On Saturday 22 July, I travelled to Mackay to attend and chair a District Council 

meeting at Walkerston. 

7. On Thursday 27 July, together with District Deputy Secretary ( John Edwards), 

District Secretary ( Lyn Ney), and Candice Dixon from RSL State, I met with Mackay 

Entertainment & Convention Centre personnel to inspect convention center facilities 

in relation to  District’s pitch to host the 2020 State AGM in Mackay. 

8. On Saturday 29 July, I was in Mackay for the Life Members’ Lunch at Harrup Park. 

 

District President’s Voluntary Hours and Kilometres Travelled Statistics for July 2017 

 

Voluntary Hours                      178.5 hours 

Kilometers Travelled                2763 kilometers 

Nights Away From Home            9 

 

District Council Meeting held at Walkerston on Saturday 22  July 2017 

 

Dental Health Pilot Program 

 

At the meeting held in May 2017, the District Council approved the Dental Health pilot 

program for 2017. 

 

The program is now up and running and has been utilized by six (6) RSL service members 

to date. 

 

The program guidelines have been disseminated to all sub-branches. However, some 

procedural changes need to be made and the amended guidelines will be distributed to 

the sub-branch secretaries when available.  

 



Please note that here is no need to seek a quote for your dental treatment if you are 

able to pay for the treatment up front. Simply complete the necessary paper work and 

together with the receipt, submit through your sub-branch to the District Secretary for 

processing and refund. However, if you are unable to make the payment up front for 

financial reasons, then we suggest you go to your dentist for a checkup, and then seek a 

quote for any treatment that may result from this checkup. Submit the quote and 

receipt for your checkup through your sub-branch for refund of checkup cost and the 

payment of the quoted amount directly to the dentist by the District Secretary. Once the 

amount has been made to your dentist, you will need to arrange an appointment to 

have the treatment undertaken. Remember, under the program, you are only entitled 

to a maximum refund of $1000 during 2017 and you may need to make part of the 

payment yourself. 

 

The program guidelines are available through your sub-branch secretary and we ask that 

you please complete the necessary documentation and pass it on to your sub-branch 

secretary for submission to District for processing. 

 

At the end of 2017, the District Executive will review the pilot program and then make 

recommendations to the District Council on whether the program will continue or 

continue in an enhanced form. 

Gracemere Sub-Branch 

The Gracemere Sub-Branch had made a request to transfer from the Wide Bay District 

to our District. The Wide Bay District had approved the move to our district. 

 

I am pleased to advise that at Council meeting, PFH delegates unanimously approved 

the transfer and I know that you will join with me in welcoming the Gracemere Sub-

Branch to our District. 

 

I will be visiting the Sub-Branch on Sunday 13 August next. 

 

LiveLife Alarms 

 

The program is progressing with around 15 alarms ordered to date. 

 

Sub-Branch Presidents are reminded to keep an eye out for members who may need of 

this facility. 

 

Nebo Sub-Branch 

 

The Sub-Branch is in the process of closing. However, the Nebo Auxiliary will continue to 

operate to ensure that ANZAC Day service will continue to be run in Nebo. 

 

 

 



Cyclone Debbie 

 

Overall, RSL members in the District incurred little damage from the cyclone. However, 

there were two members who suffered damage and the District Executive has decided 

to provide financial assistance to these members through their sub-branches. 

 

Life Members Lunch 

 

A luncheon was held at Harrup Park in Mackay on Saturday 29 July for the District’s life 

members. Around 25 members and guests attended.  I thank State President, Stewart 

Cameron CSC, for travelling from Brisbane to be our guest at the lunch. 

 

Deliotte’s Governance Study 

 

The State RSL Board has engaged Deliotte’s to conduct a study into governance in the 

RSL in Queensland. For sub-branch delegates who were at the State AGM, they would 

have seen an initial presentation by Deliotte’s. This presentation has been sent to all 

sub-branches and I urge you to ask your sub-branch secretary for a copy of the 

presentation. 

 

Deliotte’s will be visiting each district before the end of 2017 and will make a 

presentation at the PFH District Council meeting on Saturday 18 November 2017 at 

Sarina. Timing details will be advised in due course. Deliotte’s have undertaken to have 

preliminary information made available to Sub-branches two weeks before their 

presentation. 

 

I urge sub-branches to ensure that their delegate is at this meeting so their views can be 

put forward. The District Executive have also decided to meet the costs of other sub-

branch members (within reason) to attend this meeting. 

 

In December 2017, Deliotte’s will be submitting the findings of their study to the State 

Board. It is important that the views of the RSL membership is taken into account if RSL 

governance structures are to change. The State board will be reluctant to institute 

change if it does not have the backing of the membership. 

 

RSL State Council of Auxiliaries 

 

The Executive of the Auxiliary: 

President       Mrs Lynne Gambrill 

Secretary       Mrs Maureen Sargent 

Treasurer       Mrs Lesley Boye 

were guests at the District Council meeting and President Lynne addressed the meeting. 

 



In the week following the District Council meeting, the ladies have been visiting the sub-

branches in the Mackay area of the district. Later on in the year, they intend to visit the 

sub-branches in the southern part of the District as well. 

 

 
Kuttabul Sub Branch     Seaforth Sub Branch 

 

 
Nebo Citizens Auxiliary    Finch Hatton Citizens Auxiliary 

 

Kokoda Memorial Foundation Project 

 

Marian Sub-Branch is applying for $45 - $50 K’s through the State RSL Queensland 

Centenary of ANZAC Fund to help the foundation fund the provision of memorial 

plaques in France, Belgium, and at Gallipoli. 

 

Delegates at the District Council meeting unanimously approved a motion to support 

the funding application by the Marian Sub-Branch. 

 

State Board Meeting Thursday 20 July 2017 

 

ACNC Investigation 

 



A communication went to sub-branches in late February advising that the ACNC was 

conducting an investigation into all RSL State Branches including Queensland. 

 

Queensland welcomed the investigation and voluntarily supplied the information 

requested by the ACNC.  

 

The State Executive and CEO recently met with ACNC investigators in late June 2017 and 

the CEO has now provided additional information requested by the ACNC. 

 

I will keep you posted on any feedback we receive. The finalization of the investigation 

could take until the end of the year. 

 

Deliotte’s Governance Review 

 

See details under District Council report. 

 

 

State Based Minister for Veterans Affairs 

 

RSL Queensland is lobbying the State Government to appoint a State based Minister for 

Veterans Affairs. 

 

The LNP opposition has announced a policy in this regard but the government has not 

done so at this stage. 

 

Matter is expected to develop as the State election approaches. 

 

Community Link Program 

 

Community Link in schools in Queensland presently only covers about 12 % of schools. 

RSL Queensland management has recently made changes to the program. They are 

looking to scale up the program to cover all schools and the name is to change to 

“Community Engagement”. There will be a Year 9 research program only with no 

research program in the Primary schools. 

 

The State District Support Manager, Deanna Romain, gave a presentation at the last 

District Council meeting and explained what management is trying to achieve.  

 

I will keep you posted as the new program is rolled out. 

 

State AGM  June 2017 

 

There were 529 in attendance and 129 registered for the live streaming of the AGM. 

 



The audited accounts for 2016 were approved within a blanket motion which adopted 

all the reports as a whole. No opportunity was given for delegates to ask questions 

related to the audited accounts at the meeting. However, members were given a chance 

to do so while the financial accounts were posted on the RSL State website. 

 

Procedurally, the audited accounts should have been dealt with separately and the State 

President, Stewart Cameron CSC, has asked that I apologize for this oversight on his 

behalf. 

 

For those who are interested, there is a section on the RSL State website regarding the 

review of the event. 

 

On Going Matters and Reminders 

District Website/Facebook 

New website site has been set up. It needs some finishing touches. Website address is 

www.rslpfhdistrict.org.au  

Sub-branches are encouraged to keep providing details of events, photographs, etc to 

Vice President, Phil Luzzi, for placing on the district website and facebook page. 

Drop in Centre at District Office. 

The District Executive has decided to purchase 2 desk top computers together with 

relevant software and a printer for the Drop in Centre and the computers will be set up 

in coming month. 

New Constitution 

The new State constitution has now been finalized as the legal advice in relation to sub-

branches who have gambling clubs has been received and the constitution has been 

amended as required. 

Matter was not resolved in time for the new State constitution to be put to State AGM 

in Brisbane on 23/25 June. 

While the legal advice was awaited, model constitutions for districts and sub-branches 

were being developed and members of the Constitution & Awards committee were 

undertaking another round of visits to District Council meetings to consult on these 

constitutions. 

Tony Ferris from the Constitution & Awards Committee did not attend District Council 

meeting on 22 July last to brief sub-branch delegates on the development of the new 

district constitution as the State Board decided to put a hold on these trips. 

The State Board felt that due to the Deliotte’s Review of Governance, it would not be 

appropriate to continue as new constitutional issues may arise from the review that 

may have to be incorporated into the new State constitution and the district 

constitutions. 

http://www.rslpfhdistrict.org.au/


This may take considerable time and the approval of the new State constitution may 

take to the 2018 AGM in June next year. Given this situation, it has been decided that 

those unincorporated sub-branches who are on hold at present, may need to proceed 

with incorporation under the 2011 draft constitution if there are urgent reasons to do 

so. 

ANZAC and RSL QLD Centenary Commemorative Funding 

Funding is now being provided as follows: 

1. 2017. To celebrate the 100th anniversary of the establishment of RSL(QLD 

Branch). 

2. 2017 and 2018. To commemorate anniversaries of historical World War 1 

events. 

The District Secretary has a copy of the Terms of Reference and Guidelines for the 

funding program. 

Applications are to be submitted using the “Event Plan” as a guide(located on 

RSL(Queensland Branch) website). Submissions are to be submitted through District so 

the completeness of the application can be checked. 

Sub-branches need to be aware that funds will not be allocated to a single sub-branch 

unless there are geographic isolation reasons. Events need to be community based and 

in most cases sub-branches in a local area will need to combine and apply for the 

funding. 

Homelessness Report 

As reported in recent newsletters, the Review of Veteran Homelessness for RSL 

Queensland “A Place to Call Home” was released in an electronic form in the later part 

of 2016 and is on the State RSL website. 

I commend the report and urge that sub-branches become familiar with the report, 

especially the recommendations, which have been accepted by the State RSL Board as a 

pathway strategy. 

State Branch has decided to enter a partnership with the Salvation Army to provide 

services to homeless veterans and negotiations are now complete.  

A report on the homelessness project was made to the State AGM.  

At the District Council meeting on 22 July, State Veterans Services Manager, Rob Skoda, 

provided information and training to delegates. Each sub-branch delegate was provided 

with a data stick which contained the operations manual and training material. 

 

District Veterans Welfare Fund 

Remember there is $100,000 available in the fund during 2017 and applications are still 

open. 

 



Approximately $70,000 of the grant monies has now been disbursed. 

 

Cadet Fund 

Remember there is $24,000 available in the fund. Sub-branches by now should  have 

now liaised with the cadet units in their area and started preparing applications for 

submission in the next two months. 

 

Applications will need to be received by District no later than Friday 20 October 2017.  

 

In ending, I would like to express my disappointment that nearly a third of the sub-branches are 

still not sending delegates to the District Council meetings. At the last Council meeting, the two 

largest sub-branches in terms of membership were not present. 

 

As far as I am concerned, there is little excuse for this as the District meets the travel, 

accommodation, and meals costs of the sub-branches. 

 

Each sub-branch should have an appointed delegate and co-delegate. Even if these delegates 

are not available to attend, there is nothing stopping the Sub-Branch Executive sending 

someone else. 

 

Please make a concerted effort to be represented at the next Council meeting in Clermont on 

Saturday 16 September next. 

Kindest regards 

Barry Vains 

District President 

 

 THE LAST POST 

Member ID First Name Surname Deceased Date Owner

1002921 Howard Russell 31/07/2017 Emu Park Sub Branch Inc.

1027821 Robert Robinson 24/07/2017 Sarina Sub Branch Inc.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 


